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the “P.R” letter bag. 


, length of this letter, but it is a subject upon 
I must apologise for tne ie s tQ say t0 all parents, masters and 

which I feel most strongly. go short) s0 priceless, let all that is 

mistresses, “ Don’t waste time, Yours heartily, 

given be of the very best. ADR 

July 13 th, 190 3- nprmission to publish the above, which formed 

[I he Editor has as e P betw een her and the writer, because she 

part of a private correspondence 
thought it might be helpful to others.J 


Dear Editor, -The book I used was The English Method of Teaching 
to Read (Macmillan), but I believe that Reading in a twelvemonth 
(Sonnenschein) is still better. 

Yours very truly, 

16, South Hill Park Gardens, H - A. NESBITT. 

Hampstead, July 7th, 19 ° 3 - 

[The above is in answer to a correspondent who wrote asking the name 
of the book referred to in Mr. Nesbitt’s paper, The Education Bill Jr cm 
an Educatio?ial Standpoint .] 


Dear Editor, — The following extract from Uganda Notes (August, 
1903) may be of interest to the readers of the Parents' Review , as an 
indication of the spread of education in Uganda. The lectures were, I 
suppose, given in Luganda : — 

“Two most interesting lectures were given at Ngogw r e, by Mrs. Albert 
Cook, to the women of the surrounding district, on the following subjects— 
(1) 7 he care of young children, (2) The care of their own health, (3) The 
duties of wives. On the first day some two hundred women were present, 
on the second not quite so large a number assembled. Mrs. Cook illus- 
trated some parts of her lecture by washing an infant before the company, 
which evoked roars of laughter. The baby, however, seemed thoroughly 
0 enjoy its hath, and had probably never had such a luxurious one before, 
, n " ater e ' n £ used and native soap. The women expressed themselves 
of knrf ' ectures > and one said, ‘ You have opened the door 

oZ M gC T\ We ShaH try and rernem ber all you told us.’ 
lectures wiB^a " * ady WaS Seen ta ^' n S notes ! We believe that these 
about brino-i ° ^ reat £ 00c ^ ^ or the Baganda women are very ignorant 
knowled^ I? I UP f Chlld / n> 3nd many die at birth through this want of 
out Mrs Cook’ 0me f W ayS after the ,ectures we found a woman carrying 
largely on the s i?*™? 008 t0 the letter - The second day’s lecture was 
to the women on thiT °k- morallt y> and we ho pe the earnest words spoken 
Mrs. Cook invifpH f vf U ^ GCt muc ^ to ra ise the tone amongst them, 

they quite resnonHpa^ ^ 0me ? to as ^ questions on all the subjects, and 
great intelligence was ? tle invitat * on 5 rnany questions were asked and 
w as said. We hnno f u S ° Wn ‘ ^ women evidently quite took in all that 
hope this may not be the last of such lectures given here." 

I am, truly yours, 


E. K. 


Edited by Miss F. Noel Arme.eld, *•«., Victoria strtet<s u , 

lel - 479 Victoria. 

To whom all Hon Local Sees, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also <1 cop, s 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. * 

N.B.— Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 


Will be held from October 3 oth to November 3 rd, iqoi bv kind 
permission at the Offices of the Civil Service Commission, Burlington 
Gardens, New Bond Street, London. 


, In consequence of the above there will be no P.N.E.U. Nature-study 
Exhibition at the time of the Conference. Members are strongly advised 
to contribute to the above exhibition instead, and in any case to 
inspect the objects sent. For full particulars apply to Mrs. Franklin, 
50, Porchester Terrace, W. 


NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places: — 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Cardiff.— Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 
Powis. 

Cheltenham. 

DUNFERMLINE. — Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be 
glad to hear from people interested. 

Esher.- 

GUILDFORD. — Names may be sent pro tern, to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. 

Manchester. — Mrs. Freston, 6, St. Paul’s Road, Kersal, Manchester, 
will receive names of people interested in this Branch ( pro tern.). 
Nottingham. 

Prestbury. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Tunbridge Wells and District.— Hon. Sec. and Treasurer : 
Mrs. Trouton, Rotherfield, Sussex (pro tern.). 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 
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ZCp U Will shortly be opened at Croydon. Mi Ss 

A Branch of the J • w>> wi n be glad to receive the names 0 f 

Armfield, 26. Victoria Si tre . j tQ be interested in the formation of a 

people, in or around Croyaoi , 

Branch. 

.... „ Rmndesbury and West Hampstead branch held 
Brondesbury 1 B nt season at We8t Hampstead Town Hall on 

Oct sT'S the customary election of officers for the ensuing year, 
F ranklin. one of the organising secretarres of the parent society, read 
:™i v 4ble paper upon the responsibility of parents for the training 
“d development of the character of their children and how the P.N.E.U, 
assists its members in discharging this duty She strongly urged the 
necessity for parents to train themselves for these responsibilities, and no 
longer to trust entirely to parental instinct and intuition. To give one 
instance out of many brought forwaid, she advocated that parents should 
take care from the beginning that their childien should have placed before 
them only the best books of their kind, according to the age of the child, 
and that home reading aloud should be encouraged, so that accustomed to 
the best, the child would naturally later on eschew the inferior. An 
interesting discussion followed. The Mayor, who proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mrs. Franklin, spoke in high terms of the value of the mental training 
gained by the study of mathematics, and the pleasurable advantage to be 
derived from the study of Nature. The vote of thanks was seconded bv 
the Rev. Dr. Walker, who alluded to the scanty knowledge of history and 
geography possessed by many people at the present day, and suggested 
that parental influence might very well stimulate interest in these subjects. 
Dr. Cunnington, in proposing a vote of thanks to the Mayor for kindly 
giving the branch the benefit of his support, pointed out that the subject 
discussed that evening was one of the most important that could be 
imagined, far beyond fiscal or other questions of that kind, for that upon 
the proper formation of the character of the children of this generation the 

e utiire of the country depended. Mr. Clifford Granville seconded the 
vote of thanks. 

in tpf B ° t Y£0N '~ An inau S ural meeting was held on Oct. 20th. A most 
obieci’Lrrn ^ ^ rs ‘ Clement Parsons, setting forth the 
meetine on /h" 6 ^ ° ^ Umon Miss Armfield briefly addressed the 
speech bv the rV Ub ' neSS ™ rkm g of tlie Branch, and after a sympathetic 
a large number o^tl^”’ ^ Parsons Smith, the meeting concluded, and 

Dak™ g ton ii PreSent enr ° Hed th emselves as members, 

kind permission of ,1™^^ ° f thlS Branch w as held at Mowden (by 

Clement Parsons gave "an a d y d° reSS) ^ Thursda y> 0ct - 8th > when Mr . S ' 

spite of ,he unfavJ, t? address on “The Training of the Will.” J" 
thoroughly apnrecia/^ 6 ' Vealher there was a good audience, who 
extracts read by memh^ Mn \ . Parsons ’ delightful paper. Illustrative 
Hyde Park and r SUpp led a pleasant novelty in the proceedings. 

50 , Pomhester rerr a ce HvTp'f^ 0 "- Sec " E ‘ L FnU,kIin ' 

b y appointment.- A„ int • Park ‘ “ At Hotr| e ” Thursday mornings, 01 

eresting meeting was held on Tuesday, Oct. 20th. 
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children), at 12, Airlie Gardens (by kind permission" of Mr^R^k ° f 
was in the chair).-The next meeting will be held on a Wh ° 

w," lecture on “Greek and Roman Educational Reformer! » If . °" h ’ 

at 7i Harley Street (by kind permission 0 f Mrs lesTonm C A w 
Friedberger in the chair. J ess 0 PP). Capt. W. 


KIDDERMINSTER.-On Monday, Sept. 28th, a meeting was held in the 
Gymnastum of the Htgh School for Girls, at 7.30 p.m when members 
and fnends met to hear Miss L. Stacey (a member of the Higher Thought 
Ctrcle London) on “ Our Forces and how to use them.” The lady i! a 
tramed nurse of 20 years’ standing, and she spoke from a medical point 
of view, as well as a spiritual and physical. She explained how we misuse 
our forces and thereby weaken all our powers. “ Fear” she condemned 
as an evil force, giving illustrations of people who were so seriously 
affected by fear alone as to cause bodily illness as well as mental distress. 
She pointed out the general fearlessness of a little child until “fear- 
thoughts ” were put into its mind. “ Worry,” she reminded us, never paid 
a bill or cooked a dinner, and “bad temper” was literally the cause of 
many illnesses. I he phrase, 11 My blood fairly boiled,” was true in a sense 
which those who used it never suspected. The speaker then proceeded 
to explain how the good “ forces” could best be cultivated, and how if a 
thing were worth doing we must put our whole mind into it. She urged 
her hearers to “ put their minds” into everything they did, beginning with 
the morning bath. At the close of the meeting, which was well attended, 
a hearty vote of thanks was given to the lecturer. 

Reading. — Natural History Club . — The final summer excursion 
took place on Saturday, Sept. 26th, when the pine woods of the Welling- 
ton College district were selected as the “happy hunting grounds.” 
bungi formed the chief objects of interest, and we were exceedingly 
favoured in having with us on this occasion such an able mycologist as 
Mr. B. J. Austin, F.L.S., who kindly acted as director. The baskets were 
soon full of most interesting specimens of various colours and forms, the 
prevailing humid weather having been beneficial to their development. 
After about an hour’s ramble the party (which numbered about 25) were 
gathered together to listen to Mr. Austin, who very kindly gave a short 
address on the chief characteristics of the specimens obtained, which 
included Agaricus, Lactarius, Russula, Boletus, Hydnum, and others. 
The return to Reading was made about 6 p.m., a most enjoyable afternoon 
having been spent in ideal autumnal weather. 

Reigate. — The members of this branch had a pleasant gathering on 
Ihursday afternoon, Oct. 8th, at “ Beechwood,” Reigate, the residence of 
Dr. Stone (President of the branch), when a highly interesting and instructive 
lecture on “Classical Education ” was given by Mr. C. D. Olive. The 
lecturer, who was briefly introduced by Dr. Stone, said he would divide his 
lecture into three parts, namely, (1) What classical education was ; (2) 
what it is ; (3) what it ought to be, or, perhaps, some day will be. At the 
outset, the speaker observed that classical education did not merely imply 
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_ pk and Roman languages; it was education b ased 
the study of the Greek a st ] it erature and language. He then 

upon all that was best a " of classical education from three or f 0Ur 

proceeded to trace the " J fact that ,he greatest branch of education 
centuries B.C., enipias ^ time consisted in the study of rhetoric 

amongst the Athenians ^ education which was sadly neglected 

and public speakings ^ ^ out that a knowledge of the classics 

in our days, tie we which to build up the education of 0ur 

was the most sound d r nnr natinnal pHnrtiticin 


sides that our national education was a 


x coiH nn all Slues uial was a 

children. It was no t because it was too classical In speaking of the 
failure, but it ^ pub lic school education of to-day, the lecturer 

Un ? hebe lieved with Mr. Cecil Grant that the ignorance and intellectual 
“ , o o, teday «r«» frrnn .Ue worship of a.MeMcs, ,„e 

Iv th of luxury and self-indulgence, and the act that masters did not 
always teach as they ought and might do. I he lecturer further contended 
that in the majority of schools each master had too many boys under 
his control. He went on to explain the primary reasons for his advocacy 
of classical education. The study of Latin and Greek taught a boy to 
observe and think for himself more readily than in any other form of study; 
it gave a boy a grasp of his own language, which he could not obtain in 
any other way ; it was the soundest basis upon which to build up a love 
of literature; it offered unrivalled opportunities for lessons in right con- 
duct; and, above all, it had humanizing effects. — A discussion followed, 
in which Mrs. Feilden, Mrs. Sim, Mrs. Sewill, Miss Ambler, and Mr. 
Sewill took part. 

Winchester. — The first of this season’s lectures was given on 
Oct. 8th, at the Abbey House (by kind permission of the Mayor and 
Mrs. Fort). The subject— “ Some Theories of Education at the time of 
tiie Renaissance” — was most ably treated by Dr. Burge, headmaster of the 
College. 1 he children’s Natural History branch is proving a success, but 
the bad weather has interrupted the plans occasionally. — On Saturday, 
^v. 2 1 st, the Rev. J. E. Kelsall will lecture on “ Birds,” with a lantern, 
at the headmaster’s house, The College, at 3.30. Children admitted. 
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PARENIS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL UNION. 


SEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AT 

The Portman Rooms, Baker St., London, W. 
October 27th to October 30 th, 1903. 


TUESDAY, October 27th, at 10.30 a.m. 

At 10.45 a.m. (Rev. W. A. Lilley in the chair), Mrs. 
Clement Parsons read her paper on Parents and Lessons. 

At 12.15 p-m., the Rev. Wilfrid Richmond read his 
paper on 

CHILDREN AND THE CATECHISM. 

I remember once hearing a great architect say that there 
were two subjects on which an amateur always thought that 
he knew as much as an expert — architecture and theology. 
And 1 remember thinking at the time, and I have often 
thought since, that a third subject might be added to the 

— education. Well, there is a sense in which we are all 
experts in all three subjects. If we don’t know how to 

VOL. XIV. — NO. 12. K 3 



